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and drank at the public expense, that money had been
spent recklessly in building the Poplar Poor Law
schools at Shenfield (for the very details of which
father was personally responsible and proud of), that
(the old story) paupers were being pampered both
inside and outside the workhouse, and workmen
paid for doing nothing. After weeks of public sit-
tings Mr. J. S. Davy, the Local Government Board's
Inspector, who conducted the enquiry, issued his
report. He had found a certain amount of petty
corruption among a section of the Board, some un-
wise drinking of beer after meetings of the workhouse
committee.

The bulk of the report, however, condemned the
Board for its general extravagance where the actual
relief of the poor was concerned, and went to the
extent of comparing Poplar's school with Eton and
Harrow to the detriment of the latter. Father, of
course, was delighted by this criticism of the school.
Out of the twenty-four members of the Board only
seven or eight were "Labour" and of them only
two were Socialists. But the Socialists received the
blame not only for the policy (which they gladly
accepted) but for every glass of beer wrongfully
consumed, and every penny (and they were pitifully
few) irregularly come by, whether the transgressors
were Liberals, Tories, or Socialists.

The Inspector's most damaging criticism was that
the general result of the Board's policy of outdoor
relief was to subsidise the low wages paid in the
borough and to encourage the system of casual